Nanotechnology: are occupational health nurses ready?
Nanotechnology is a rapidly advancing area of science, and development increasingly will be seen in an array of manufacturing sectors, including sporting goods, cosmetics, clothing, transistors, and biomedical products. Nanoparticles are so small that they interact with other substances at the atomic or subatomic level. They do not behave like solids, liquids, or gases, and have unique mechanical and electronic properties. A serious lack of information about the human health and environmental implications of nanomaterials exists, but scientific experts agree that the potential effects of nanomaterials on working populations and the environment is a serious consideration. Occupational health nurses should be aware of the potential use of nanotechnology in their workplaces and stay aware of emerging information on methods to protect worker health.